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the feelings of these men, who are, after all, subjects of the same King,
and are a people with remarkable traditions and a wonderful ancient
civilisation.

Two simple bills are likely to solve the whole difficulty. One would
give to the Local bodies control of all trade licences, subject, in exceptional
cases, to review by the Supreme Court, and the other would regulate
immigration into the Colony after the manner of the Cape Immigration Act.

One more statement by Mr. Hills needs correction. After the corres-
pondence that appeared in The Star, challenging the statement that there
are 49 Indian, as against 13 white, store-keepers in Pietersburg, some cau-
tion, at least, is necessary. The British Indian Association has stated1
definitely that there are only 23 Indian stores in that town. Mr. Kleinen-
berg, whom Mr. Hills has copied, has not been able to refute that state-
ment. It is, therefore, necessary for Mr. Hills to ascertain from Mr. Kleinen-
berg whether the figures he gave The Star could be verified. So far, the
British Indian Association has had the last say. It is of the utmost impor-
tance that those who are responsible for guiding public opinion should
have facts and nothing but facts before them.

Indian Opinion, 22-4-1905

345. THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY
Elsewhere will be found the letter2 of the energetic British Indian
Association of Johannesburg, addressed to the Colonial Secretary of the
Orange River Colony on its anti-Asiatic activity. We must congratulate
the Association on having made a move in this scandalous matter. Hitherto
we have had to draw attention to the township regulations. Emboldened
by the impunity with which these regulations have passed muster, the
Municipality of Bloemfontein has now secured an Ordinance giving it
almost the same powers that have been arrogated by several townships
of the Orange River Colony through the regulations to which attention
has been drawn from time to time in this journal. The passing of this
Ordinance shews that the anti-Asiatic clauses thereof have met with the
approval of the Imperial Colonial Secretary. As the Chairman of the
British Indian Association states in his letter, there is no doubt that
such legislation is "degrading, unjust and insulting" and that "such
anti-coloured activity in the Orange River Colony is contrary to British
traditions, as also to the declarations made from time to time by Her
late Majesty's Ministers".
We notice that Sir Mancherjee3 has been again questioning Mr. Lyttel-
ton on Indian matters in South Africa. We venture to think that, to his many
1  Vide "Letter to The Star", "Prior to December 24, 1904".
2   Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", Apnl  11,  1905.
3  Chairman, South African British Indian Association in London.